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1.. The Israeli Commurist Party held a general assembly in Tel Aviv on
2127 Septembar 1948 for the purpose of discussing the formation of
a "League of the Friends of Libaerty."

2. The neetings were attended by 37 delegatos from Communist cells and
,Sections, plus 20 foreign “advisers." Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and llaifa
‘each sent five raepraesentatives. The following cell chiefs were
Hpresent: Rubenstein and Jabotinsky from Jerusalem, Arazi, Iv. Kahn

“"and Jaec. Levy from Tel Aviv, ilana lalabi and Georpges S.Kmri from
Haifa, 5ix representatives were sent from Ualilees, three from the
llegeb, and twelve from othor towns, according to an official report
whieh sourcs claims was found on a soldier who was captured by the
Lgyptians. The delegate from Herzlia was unable to reach Tel Aviv
for the meetings. Ifost of the "advisers" were mambers of the Stern
(tlang, notably the following "Chiefs of the Hundreds": Captains }, Levy,
Jac. Horowitg, Isr. ilan, liolse Lazar, Ig. Borissenko, llathan Orloff
and Lilith Passevitz. Two Gresek Commnists, Elefteri Crissos and
Dimitri Argyropulos, came from Cyprus to attend. The Israeli !tinister
of the Interior sent lfoise Calman, deseribed by source as an inspector-
general, to attend the meetings as observer. ‘ )

3. J. Arazi, chief of the division of the Commissariat of Industry and
Commerce, who was introduced to the asserbly by Ivan Rubenstein, stated
that it was essential that the "democrats, progressives, and sympa-
thizers of all classes and races" form a united front of "Friends
of Liberty." Another speaker stated, in Inglish, the following ains
of the proposed Lea;ue: . -

a. Coordination of the activitiocs of the workers and peasants to
obtain the right to bread, liberty, and the protection of their
childmno .

b. Struggle against foreign imperialisn under the aegis of the
invincible Red Army.
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¢. Conclusion of an agreement with the other commnist parties in
Bastern Mediterranean countries.

A fourth aim, which was not written into the official declaration or
the official report, concerned the estsblishment of a "combat group,"
which would be modeled after the Nagi SS groups and which would accept
as membars all militant larxists. The sbove listed aims wers discussed
in various speeches, including some whioh were delivered in Arabic.

With regard to the coordination of the activities of the workers and
peasants (see paragraph 3a sbove), it was decided to esteblish recipro-
cal liaison agents with the Commmist Parties of Syria, Lebanon, Irag,
Egypt, and Cyprus, and to make the first contact betwesen these agents
at tha celebration of the amiversary of the October Revolution. The
much publicised celebration was held at the Soviet Legation in Befrut.
Antun Tabit, Qagan and a third militant Commmist remained afterward

for a meeting in the office of Victor Khangulov, Soviet Chargé d'Affaires.
It was decided at this meeting to make all possible effortes to have
the ban 1ifted on the publiscation of Sawt al=Sha'b, Yoghovurti Tsain,
and Aravod, which were suspended in anon, aman, susp Jin
Syria, wgll as on Fata al~Arab and Lima al-Ist suspended in’
Iraq. omment,  Aravod recently reappear fly, but was
prouptly Buppressede )

Decisions reached by the general assembly were sent to the Communist
Partiss of Italy, Yugoslavia, Oreece, and Bulgaria, and to the pro-
gressives of Turkey, Egypt, and Iran. At the same time the Israeli
Commmnist Party announced that the next meeting of the constituent
assembly of the League of the Friends of Liberty would be held on
10-15 December 1948 and that its suprems soviet for 1949 would be
elected at this meeting. .

Source states that the first result of the meeting of the general
assenbly was the creation of the "Rocket® group, an enlistment burean
which has been functioning since 1 October in Tel Aviv, Haifa, NMathania,
Herzlia, and Mansra. Source states that an estimated 1,800 young Commm-~
nists have already enrolled, and that propaganda is being spread that
250 girls are fighting in this division (sic). Fighters from this group
who have been taken prisoner in Galiles have been identified by the red
star and 11ght blue seal of Solomon, which is inscribed with an in-
scription of four Hebrew lettars.
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